Measuring community capacity: where do we go from here?
Goodman et al. have set us off on our journey to articulate and measure the dimensions of community capacity. While we have tried to identify some of the areas for future exploration, it is clear that this should be an ongoing process. Moreover, it is important that the process used to develop measures, assess capacity, and use the information to intervene be consistent with the intended outcome--building community capacity. In other words, at a minimum, the process should be cognizant of the history of the community, be participatory (i.e., incorporate the multitude of voices involved, particularly those of the community members themselves) and use the skills and resources available in professional, academic, and community settings. Perhaps most important, this dialogue must begin from a place of respect for the multitude of perspectives that need to be brought to bear to enhance community capacity to create healthful changes.